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Living from paycheck to paycheck may be a concept for some, but it is a way of life for many. Training residents on how to handle and keep more of their money helps move them toward self-sufficiency. Many Neighborhood Networks centers have begun to offer financial literacy programs as a valuable resource for their residents.
Financial Literacy Programs:  
Since our conception we have endured many variations of financial literacy type programs from the Housing and Urban Development, Community Outreach Partnership Center, University of Oregon, Lane Community Collage, Oregon Department of Human Services, Food for Lane County, and various other non-profit organizations; pretty much anyone with a HUD funded grant since 2001. 
Our findings were as follows:

1. The name alone was offense to low income housing recipient.  It says to them that they are illiterate morons, unable to manage their minimum wage or disability benefits. Thus, we had a very hard time getting anyone to enroll.  

2. Recipients noticed that the classes or events were nothing more than a scheduled event to help the organization meet grant obligations. If the person doing the class was popular, a few might attend to help them keep their grant, and job.  
3. When held accountable, not one organization could produce names of anyone completing the course, and very few recipients attending more than one or two scheduled events on this subject.  Unless it was required to maintain ones benefits.
4. Partners, such as various financial intuitions, like a bank or credit union, will do this once, and when no body shows up, they will not do it again; until they need their community service points.  They advertise on the back pages of their brochures that the held this type of class, but never say how many were there.  Talk about a total waste of time and money.

These money management classes or events made no sense to anyone.  Because you have to be a financial wizard to stretch three weeks worth of benefits to four, on a continuing basis anyway; most of what was presented was impossible.  Like the myth, “eat a week on $10.00 worth of food stamps” if you buy right. This was the joke of 2001 – 2003 in every housing facility I am aware of in Oregon.
Saving money while receiving any kind of assistance:

1. This is totally counter productive unless it can be held without penalty in an interest baring account. Without penalty from any agency or organization.

2. No one is going to save, or admit they are saving. All you are teaching them is how to hide money, launder money, and lie.

3. Most housing recipients are under the watchful eye of a federally funded program like a PHA, SSD, SSI, PA, Food Stamps, schooling program, medical assistance (either state or private) and must recertify at least once a year.  Any savings will count against them.

4. Where one agency will not count $40.00 against you, the other will.  You never know.  And having cash on hand triggers flags at all agencies, especially those that share information.
5. When you ask a recipient to save, one of three questions all worded differently on every single application for assistance imaginable will pop into their heads.  
6. Just taking the class, or attending an event can put them under the glass with a different agency than the one offering it, and they will loose benefits from someplace.  

A lot of recipients view this type of an event as a trap, to find out who is saving money.  I realize that sounds strange, but the fear factor and the big brother syndrome is still alive and well in America; especially since we have so many ex-state employees among us now. The recipients are becoming more and more informed about the inner workings of the system. 

Hey don’t shoot the messenger. When you have spent $250,000.00 and no wants to attend, you will want to know why.  When funding, and/or your job is cut, you will want to know why.  
How MUCH recipient participation is there? around planning this stuff?  

